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Auburn Municipal Airport to Host Civil Air Patrol Search and Rescue Exercises

The Northern California (NorCal) Group 5 of the Civil Air Patrol announced that it is sponsoring a Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX) on Saturday & Sunday, June 23-24 at the Auburn Municipal Airport.

The local Auburn Composite Squadron 92 of the Civil Air Patrol will be hosting the exercise.

The Civil Air Patrol is the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, and is a volunteer organization.  With emergency services as one of its three primary missions, the CAP is best known for its role in civil defense, disaster relief operations, and search and rescue efforts throughout the United States.  In fact the CAP participates in 85% of all inland search and rescue missions directed by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC).  

The CAP logs approximately 50,000 actual mission flying hours each year, and has over 530 fixed-wing aircraft in their fleet.  With members also trained in ground search and rescue techniques, the CAP is well equipped to handle most any emergency.  Some of the events where CAP has provided their services include the Oklahoma City bombing, the Texas and Florida forest fires of 1998/99, Hurricane Andrew in South Florida, and the search for JFK Jr.

Steve Taylor, NorCal CAP Public Affairs Officer, said "The purpose of this SAR exercise is to help keep the units at peak performance in search and rescue operations.  Everything will be set up as though it was an actual mission.  Pilots will be flying search grids in the Sacramento Valley, and ground teams will set targets, maintain radio and visual communication, and perform necessary base operations."

For more information on the local CAP, contact Larry Adair, Commander of Auburn Squadron 92, at (530) 878-8409.  Or visit their web site at www.geocities.com/squadron_92.

