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NorCal GROUP 5 – CIVIL AIR PATROL

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

P.O. BOX 60129

Sacramento, CA 95860-0129


PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

18 August 2006

Civil Air Patrol to Hold Training on Satellite Digital Imagery System

Homeland Security, Reconnaissance Missions a Priority
(Sacramento, CA) ‑‑ The Northern California Group of the Civil Air Patrol will hold a training exercise in the use of their new Satellite Digital Imaging System (SDIS) on Saturday, August 26 at the Sacramento Executive Airport. The exercise, which will continue through Sunday, is designed to provide aircrews with advanced training to ensure expert utilization of the device in Homeland Security and Disaster Relief missions.

The SDIS equipment will be used in the Sacramento unit’s new Cessna 182T “Glass Cockpit” aircraft, which they received in February of this year. The customized, advanced technology aircraft is equipped with a satellite telephone and serial port connections with a laptop allowing real-time digital imagery downloads via telephone and email to provide seamless operation and instantaneous transmission of vital imagery to any of its local, State, and Federal customers.

Civil Air Patrol is a major contributor to our country’s critical Homeland Security efforts. Our members have excellent air/ground observation and communications assets at their disposal. CAP has the resources already in place to support reconnaissance, aerial imaging, radiological monitoring, disaster and damage assessment, and much more. CAP is a proven cost-effective force multiplier for our national homeland security.

Locally, and throughout California Civil Air Patrol participates regularly in state and federally sponsored Homeland Security scenario exercises. Using the SDIS we can provide images of dams, nuclear reactors, highways, levees and bridges during scenarios such as floods, earthquakes, mudslides, as well as disasters resulting from a terrorist attack.

Included in CAP’s developing capabilities are hyper-spectral imaging, sensor technology, night vision and thermal imaging. CAP’s hyper-spectral imaging program has the intense interest of the highest levels of the US Government.

Tasked by the Governor of New York in the days after September 11, CAP members flew the first mission directly over the World Trade Center disaster site to provide aerial photos for damage assessment for the New York State Emergency Management Office. For the first three days following the tragedy, Civil Air Patrol flights were the only nonmilitary aircraft in the skies. Members from Northern California flew blood products for the Red Cross, search and rescue supplies, and government officials when all commercial aviation was grounded. 

Since then, the CAP has become heavily involved in Homeland Security tasks including aerial reconnaissance over the 2002 Winter Olympics site in Salt Lake City, and launch sites for NASA’s Space Shuttle.

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, and is a volunteer non-profit organization. With emergency services as one of its three primary missions, the CAP is best known for its role in civil defense, disaster relief operations, and search and rescue efforts throughout the United States. The CAP conducts 95% of all inland search and rescue missions directed by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. In addition to its homeland security disaster-relief support, CAP is also actively assists federal agencies in the war on drugs. CAP members also take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to America's youth through the CAP Cadet Program.

================================================================================

Event location: Saturday, August 26, from 8:30am–5:00pm at Sacramento Executive Airport’s main conference room in the Terminal Building. The even will continue Sunday, August 27 until noon.

For further information, contact:

1Lt Steve Taylor

Director of Public Affairs

California Group 5 Headquarters

Civil Air Patrol, USAF Auxiliary

Cell: (916) 501-7058

Email: SJTEnterprises@sbcglobal.net
CAP NorCal web site: http://gp5.cawg.cap.gov
CAP National web site: http://www.cap.gov
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